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COUNTER PROGRAMMING

BKLYN GROCERY DOES NIGHT DUTY AS SWISH
RESTAURANT

Read Comments Leave a Comment

By CARLA SPARTOS

Posted: 4:43 am
August 19, 2009

A grocery store on a
desolate stretch of
Downtown Brooklyn isn't
the first place you'd expect
to find a gourmet tasting
menu with avant-garde flair,
but that's just what's being
cooked up at a new pop-up
restaurant right near the
Hoyt-Schermerhorn subway
stop.

By day, Brooklyn Fare (200
Schermerhorn St.) serves
Whole Foods-style takeout
dishes by accomplished
chef César Ramirez,
formerly of Bar Blanc and
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Bouley restaurants. By At night, Ramirez transforms his Brooklyn Fare work
night, its white-tiled prep space into Brooklyn's Kitchen.
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On arecent Wednesday night, diners had traveled from as far as the Upper
West Side to attend a raucous birthday party for entertainment lawyer Daniel
Rayner. Dinner guest Victor Owen Schwartz, a wine distributor, had chosen a
dozen bottles to accompany the evening's many courses. (Those not fortunate
enough to have friends in the wine industry can visit nearby wine shop Heights
Chateau, which collaborates with the restaurant to offer pairing suggestions.)

"We try to give you a high-end meal without all the fuss," says Ramirez, whose
menu includes four to six courses, with plenty of extras.

Diners are seated at a gleaming metal prep table facing the cooking action
amidst hanging copper-clad pots, large industrial racks and a self-serve wine
station with corkscrew, ice bucket and a variety of glassware. Looking for the
bathroom? It's in the back room -- just past the dishwasher furiously scrubbing
pots.

Ramirez's culinary artistry is showcased in carefully composed dishes such as
"Tomato," which features the fruit in multiple guises: Tomato mousse resembles
a hard-boiled egg but tastes intensely tomato-like. A perfect sphere of superbly
creamy buffalo mozzarella is created by blending the cheese with milk and its
own juices, straining it, then reassembling it in a silicon mold. Campari tomatoes
are made super sweet by cooking them at 200 degrees for an entire day.

Not all dishes are as conceptual. Halibut was seared, finished in a 170-degree
Hobart oven and served with crispy spinach and a velvety corn sauce that elicited
wonderment because it contained no butter.

Indeed, it's the gee-whiz factor that sets this dining experience apart, inspiring a
relaxed party vibe in which diners feel free to interact with the chef. Of course,
Ramirez's handsome looks, easygoing banter and improvisational style certainly
help.

"It's about the food and people having a good time," says Ramirez, noting he
recently had a group stay until 2 a.m. -- despite the fact that he and his crew had
to be back in the kitchen at 7 a.m.

Just how long this unusual experiment will last is unclear, but Ramirez says it's a
prototype for a more permanent restaurant he eventually hopes to open. Until
then, diners can reserve a seat in the prep kitchen by calling 718-243-0050.

carla.spartos@nypost.com
NY Post's Annual Dating & Sex Survey: We want to hear about your dating
style. Answer our questions here.

Read Today's Horoscope

Do you know someone who has made New York a better place? Nominate your hero
for the 8th Annual New York Post Liberty Medals.

'PUBLIC' HUMILIATION

PAK TENNIS PRO'S QUEENS PAL
BRAD PITT'S TOUGH HABIT TO QUIT
CRUZ-WATCHING

'DRIVER,' 13, KILLS HIS DAD
SECRETS OF THE YANK WIVES CLUB

JACKO'S HEADED TO THE VIP TOMB

Lauren Conrad Finds Life and Love After 'The

Hills'& 3:26 EDT

Attack& 9:10 EDT

EXCLUSIVE: Brooke Hogan Suffers Stress

Celine Dion Pregnant With Second Child&

5:08 EDT
Michael Jackson's Doctor Posts Video
Message& 5:22 EDT

THINK YOU KNOW.

| DREAM OF JEANNIE?

Play A New Game Every Day!

8/19/2009 5:55 PV


http://www.HealthNews6.com
http://www.nypost.com/seven/08192009/entertainment/food/counter_pro..

COUNTER PROGRAMMING - New York Pc

Sponsored Links

Acai Berry Side Effects?

In Our Shocking Special Report We Investigate Acai Berry
www. HealthNews6.com

Now Hiring - Work At Home

Job Requires: Basic Computer Skills. No Scam. Nice Pay. Start Today.

TodaysJobNews.com/Finance

Jobs (at Home Jobs)

$88/hr Part-Time Job Openings. Requirements : Only a Computer.

BostonGazetteNews.com

Buy a link here

COMMENTS

You must be logged in to leave a comment. Login | Register

SHARE BOX
Show your support.
Buzz this article up.

Reddit
Email Link Print

Fark it Facebook

TODAY'S HEADLINES AROUND THE WEB

Newest first

http://www.nypost.com/severny08192009/ entertai nment/food/counter_pro...

[ ]

Kourts Termination Truth
Robin Sean Quit Again?
Pic Of The Day

Celeb Diary - In Pics

Cops Visit Kerry

Saocial Butterflies

Gagas Fang-Tastic Shoot
Vote Britney For President
Whos The Geisha Girl?
Kristen: The Facts

Randy Russell's 14-hour love-in
Stars up for fore play

Is Victoria plane mad?

Nice to see-through, Joanna
Bigger parts, Keira?

Harry Pothead I

‘Noel and me no longer speak’
The X Files

Shy Bey bares bod on hols

¢ GorillaMobile o . e Workers fired for tackling shopli...
* GC 2009: LocoRoco Midnight Carniv... o Air wing, water police used for p...
* GC 2009: Gran Turismo PSP Progres...  Wall St dips on Asian jitters
¢ GC 2009: White Knight Chronicles...  Woman wants natural birth for 12...
* GC 2009: MotorStorm: Arctic Edge... o Grandad kills three in shooting r...
* GC 2009: DJ Hero Hands-On o Horse put down after freak rally...
* GC 2009 LittleBigPlanet PSP Crea... o Ditch your dacks to appease God
* GC 2009: PixelJunk Monsters Delux... o California fires blamed on drug c...
e GC 2009: PixelJunk Shooter Update
e GC 2009: Fat Princess: Fistful of...
News Sports Gossip Entertainment
Local News Yankees Page Six Movies
National News Mets Cindy Adams Movies Blog
International News Giants Michael Riedel Oscars
News Columnists Jets Celebrity Photos Food
Weird But True Knicks Celebrity Sightings Fashion
NYPD Daily Blotter Nets Page Six Magazine Fashion Blog
Liberty Medals Rangers Delonas Cartoons Music
Traffic & Transit Islanders Theater
Lottery Devils Business Health
Classroom Extra Sports Blogs Business Columnists Travel
Columnists Travel Blog
. . Real Estate
Bettor's Guide Jobs Horoscope
Horse Racing Picks Stock Quotes Dating
Post Line Weekend Guide
Comics & Games
Post Game Report
Tempo
SIGN IN SUBSCRIBE ~ PRIVACY POLICY

3o0f4

TERMS OF USE

Post Opinion Classifieds
Editorials Cars
Oped Columnists Jobs
Letters Real Estate
Books For Rent

Ramirez Cartoons
Send a Letter

Buy/Sell/Trade
Tickets & Events

Pets
TV Services
Linda Stasi Place an Ad
Starr Report
Reviews Miscellaneous
TV Listings Sweeps/Contests
LIVE: The TV Blog Coupons
Media Kit

Copyright 2009 NYP Holdings, Inc. All rights reserved.

Parade Magazine
RSS

Special Sections
Privacy Policy
Terms of Use
Video

Page Six Magazine

Media Kit

Kanye's topless treat

User Services
Contact Us
FAQ
Daily Newsletter
Home Delivery
Avant Go
E-Edition
Mobile
Archives
Back Issues
Reprints
Story Index
Past Editions
Sitemap

ENTERTAINMENT HEADLINES FROM OUR PARTNERS ~ RSS

NEW YORK POST is a registered trademark of NYP Holdings, Inc. NYPOST.COM, NYPOSTONLINE.COM, and NEWYORKPOST.COM are trademarks of NYP Holdings, Inc.

8/19/2009 5:55 PV



